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Brain and Bilingual . Several Important Issues
and Current Research

DONG Qi, XUE Gui
(Institute of Devel | Psychology. BNU, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract; Recent years have witnessed a rapid progress in brain and bilingual research. Processing

hypothesis is now gradually taking the place of Storage hypothesis in explaining the difference between
neurobiclogical process of L1 and that of L2. Increasing emphasis has been put on the role of prefrontal in
bilingual processing. And it has been found to play an important role in phonetic analysis, central executive

function and elimination of interference during bilingual ing. New findi are di ded on the

influence of second language learning time, second language proficiency. and language type on the
relationship between brain and bilingual. There are, however, still a lot of important issues worth further
research in this field. We advocate, making full use of plentiful resource in China, that reseach on the brain
mechanism of Chinese — English bilingual processing be strengthened.

Key words: brain and bilingual; critical period; proficiency; prefrontal; language type
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